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Fallacies Surrounding Drugs and Substance Abuse
Introduction
When people talk about issues, they are most likely to include errors in their discussions. These errors in speech are known as fallacies. Fallacies are exposed mainly in the way people reason or talk about different issues. Fallacies can be easily identified because they often lack any evidence to support their reasoning or claims. There are different types of fallacies that occur in day-to-day communication. This essay discusses the fallacies that often surround the topic of drugs and substance abuse. Some of the common fallacies while dealing with the topic of drugs and substance abuse include equivocation, bandwagon fallacy, hasty generalizations and slippery slope fallacy. First, Equivocation occurs when words or sentences that mean one thing are used to mean something different in order to confuse or mislead others. Bandwagon fallacy occurs when people agree with an idea, product or argument just because other people also agree with the same. Hasty generalizations occur when people jump into conclusions without any concrete evidence to support their conclusions. Lastly, slippery slope fallacy occurs when people assume that when something happens, it will automatically lead to another thing (Purdue Owl). To prevent these fallacies from occurring often, people need to make conclusions based on proven evidence and not mere assumptions. People also need to analyze every action as a separate entity in order to avoid hasty generalizations or slippery slope fallacy. Equivocation can be solved if people use words as they are supposed to without including any hidden meanings or ambiguity that makes their arguments confusing.
Substance abuse occurs when a person or a group of people use psychoactive drugs like pain killers, alcohol, legal and illegal drugs in an excessive way. Drug abuse is often indistinguishable from substance abuse though it mainly focuses on the misuse of prescriptive medication or use of prescriptive drugs without a proper prescription from a doctor or specialist. Substance abuse has been a global problem for a long period of time with the number of people who engage in substance abuse increasing in an alarming rate.  This has led to adverse talks and arguments on substance abuse, possible causes, its effects, and possible solutions. The more people argue on the topic of substance abuse, the higher the probability that fallacies will occur in the arguments. These fallacies occur in the arguments of both the substance abusers and the critics of drugs and substance abuse. These fallacies make erred assumptions about the use of substances or drugs under argument. The following are the commonly used fallacies in reference to drug and substance abuse.
First, equivocation is a commonly used fallacy when talking about drugs and substance abuse. Since the use of some drugs is illegalized in various countries, the users of such drugs or substances usually tend to give the drugs new names so that the authorities cannot identify the drug conversations. For instance, the street names given to cocaine include rock and snow (Ryan 1138). When the substance users mention ‘rock’ or ‘salt’ in front of a police officer, it will be impossible for the officer to link the terms to cocaine unless he or she is familiar with the street names given to drugs. Continuous substance abuse often leads to addiction. When this happens, doctors and addiction specialists euphemize the term addiction with names like ‘substance abuse disorder’ to help the addicts feel less victimized. However, this euphemism is also a form of equivocation fallacy as it does not refer to a condition as it is but rather coats it in a more appealing phrase that may mislead a less knowledgeable audience.
Secondly, bandwagon fallacy is common in drug and substance abuse arguments. The most common is when people agree that some drugs and substances are bad just because they are illegalized by the government. Without asking any questions or doing any research to determine whether the illegalized drugs are as harmful as they are presumed to be, most people generally agree that the drugs are harmful with the assumption that the government can never be wrong. Substance users are also culprits in applying the bandwagon fallacy. Most drugs and substance abusers usually do so because others are doing the same. For instance, cocaine is commonly abused as an injectable. However, users have recently started smoking it as a way to hasten its effect and get its taste. Most cocaine users would want to try the new method and gauge it against the old one since other users are doing it. Bandwagon fallacy also occurs when people accept an argument, idea or notion due to its popularity. For instance, most developed countries have banned the use of some drugs and substances due to their ban in developed countries and not necessarily due to the negative effects on the people. Most of the drugs were illegalized during the colonial period through influence from the colonizing countries (Neil 182). It is important to note that people and governments can be mistaken and deceived. Therefore, it is important for proper research to be done to come up with concrete findings instead of blindly joining an existing bandwagon.
The third commonly used fallacy is hasty generalization. When it comes to drug and substance abuse, some people may use illegalized drugs for reasons other than intoxication. For instance, Cannabis has been banned in many countries. However, there are people who use it for medicinal purposes under license in the same countries. Whenever people see cannabis, they tend to immediately conclude that the person possessing it is doing so illegally without considering whether it is licensed or not. This generalization tends to criminalize even the positive use of controlled drugs. People arguing on the illegality of drugs like cannabis should be more specific on the type they are talking about to avoid baseless generalization. Another commonly used generalization is that all people with dreadlocks use bhang (Ferrara 187). This hasty generalization has in most instances led the police to criminalize innocent civilians based on their hairstyle.
Lastly, slippery slope fallacy is common on how people view drugs and substance abusers. For instance, people generally assume that drug and substance abuse leads to addiction and ultimately death. So when a person who has been abusing drugs dies, people are very likely to conclude that the drugs caused his or her death (Maté 3). However, people die for various reasons and the abuse of drugs is just one among the hundreds of death causes. Drug users also show slippery slope fallacy when they argue that drug use automatically leads to pleasure and positive mood activation. This is an error since people react differently to drugs and what is considered pleasurable by one person may not be pleasurable to another person using the same substance. 
Conclusion
This paper has looked at how errors like equivocation, bandwagon fallacy, hasty generalization and slippery slope occur in arguments on drugs and substance abuse. However, if people focus more on giving arguments based on facts and proven data, most of the fallacies can be avoided. It is important to note that not all incidents are interconnected and forming individual arguments will be essential in ensuring that errors don not occur in the argument. Fallacies should be generally avoided as they may alter or distort the logic of a positive argument.
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